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And all the earth was budding with these gifts
Of more renned humanity; thy breath,
Dear Sister 1 was a kind of gentler spring,
That went before my steps."

It has, by some, been stated, in the way of objection,
that Wordsworth was not a Christian poet, that he
looked too exclusively to* Nature as his inspirer and
guide, and sought from her the consolation which
Christianity alone can afford. His friend and admirer,
Professor Wilson, states that all his poetry, published
previously to the " Excursion," is but the " Religion of
the Woods" ; and that though in that poem there is a
high religion brought forward, it is not the religion of
Christianity. But it must be admitted that although a
large proportion of the poetry of Wordsworth does
not contain any specific Christian teaching, yet it
breathes the spirit of devotion and of Christian char-
ity. Some of the earlier poems, especially the lines
composed at Tin tern Abbey, have been referred to as
evidence, that at the shrine of Nature alone Words-
worth, in his earlier, and presumably wiser, years wor-
shipped. As this subject has been more than once
exhaustively dealt with, it is not now necessary to do
more than mention it. It should be remembered, that
the same pen which wrote what have been styled the
pantheistic poems, also wrote the Ecclesiastical Son-
nets, the Ninth Evening Voluntary, and the Thanks-
giving Odes. What is much more needed by the heart
of mankind than specific Christian doctrine, is the high
and holy teaching with which the works of Wordsworth
abound. His work was most conscientious, ever doneraise of her is exagger-                        That slumbered in his soul, and drew it thence,
